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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, AO, CG, ZA 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE ON ANGOLA 

PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING LETTER FROM PRESIDENT FORD TO HEAD 
OF HOST GOVERNMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE: 

QUOTE 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

AS THE OAU SUMMIT APPROACHES I WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH 
YOU SOME OE MY THOUGHTS ON THE ANGOLAN PROBLEM. I HOPE 
THAT YOU WILL FEEL FREE TO GIVE ME YOUR OWN, AS WELL AS ANY 
FURTHER SUGGESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE CONCERNING EURTHER 
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INITIATIVES THAT MIGHT BE UNDERTAKEN BY YOU OR BY MY GOVERN- 
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MENT TO PROMOTE A SETTLEMENT IN ANGOLA THAT DOES NOT LEAVE 
THAT COUNTRY IN THE HANDS OF THE SOVIETS. 

MY GOVERNMENT REMAINS DETERMINED TO SUPPORT THE ENLA/UNITA 
FORCES IN ANGOLA UNTIL THE MPLA IS CONVINCED IT MUST 
NEGOTIATE AND PRECIPITATE THE WITHDRAWAL OF THEIR SOVIET 
AND CUBAN SUPPORT FOR THE MPLA. WE INTEND TO UTILIZE THE 
MEANS WHICH ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO US IN THE MOST 
EFFECTIVE WAY TO ENABLE US TO CONTINUE AND INCREASE OUR 

PRESENT EFEORTS. THE VOTE IN THE SENATE ON DECEMBER 19 
WAS PRIMARILY DIRECTED AGAINST COVERT ASSISTANCE AND, 

SHOULD IT BE NECESSARY, WE WILL RENEW OUR EFEORTS TO 
OBTAIN WIDER CONGRESSIONAL BACKING FOR ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
TO BLOCK SOVIET AND CUBAN INTERVENTION IN ANGOLA'S INTERNAL 
AFEAIRS. 

ON THE SOUTH AFRICAN QUESTION, ABOUT WHICH THERE HAS BEEN 
SO MUCH CONCERN IN AFRICA, I BELIEVE YOU ARE AWARE THAT 
THE US IN NO WAY SOUGHT OR ENCOURAGED THE SOUTH AERICANS 
TO BECOME INVOLVED IN ANGOLA NOR WAS OUR ADVICE SOUGHT. 

IT IS REASONABLE TO ASSUME THAT THEY ACTED IN DEEENSE OF 
THEIR NATIONAL INTEREST AS THEY SEE IT. WE DID NOT 
INITIATE ANY CONSULTATION WITH THEM AND HAVE MAINTAINED 
OUR MILITARY EMBARGO ON ALL ARMS TO SOUTH AERICA. OUR 
DESIRE IS THAT A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION CAN BE FOUND SO THAT 
ALL INTERVENTION - SOVIET, CUBAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN - CEASES. 

WE ARE CONEIDENT THAT ONCE CUBAN AND SOVIET FORCES ARE 
WITHDRAWN THE WEIGHT OF WORLD OPINION WILL BRING ABOUT A 
WITHDRAWAL OF SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES AS WELL. 

THE UPCOMING OAU SUMMIT MEETING ON ANGOLA CAN CLEARLY BE 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT IN PROMOTING AN EARLY END TO THE 
FIGHTING AND A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OE THE CIVIL WAR. IT 
IS OUR HOPE THAT THROUGH YOUR EEFORTS AND THOSE OE LIKE- 
MINDED CHIEFS OF STATE THE OAU WILL INSIST UPON A PROMPT 
END TO ALL EOREIGN INVOLVEMENT IN ANGOLA, ARRANGE A 
STANDSTILL CEASEEIRE BETWEEN THE FORCES IN ANGOLA, AND 
BRING ABOUT NEGOTIATIONS AMONG THE ANGOLAN GROUPS. MY 
GOVERNMENT WOULD SUPPORT SUCH AN INITIATIVE AND COOPERATE 
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WITH IT, PROVIDED OTHER DISTANT POWERS DO SO AS WELL. WE 
WOULD ALSO IN THAT CASE URGE SOUTH AERICA TO END ITS 
INVOLVEMENT. I WISH AGAIN TO ASSURE YOU, HOWEVER, THAT 
WE CANNOT STAND IDLY BY IF THE SOVIET AND CUBAN INTERVEN- 
TION PERSISTS. 

I WOULD HOPE WE CAN CONTINUE TO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON THIS AND 
OTHER MATTERS OF MUTUAL CONCERN AS THE NEED FOR FURTHER 
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CONSULTATION ARISES. SINCERELY, GERALD R. FORD. UNQUOTE. 

FRENCH TEXT BEING SENT SEPTEL EXCEPT TO LUSAKA. INGERSOLL 

SECRET 
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